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to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 


The following is the full text of a state- 
ment made in London by the Archbishop of 
York, the Most Rev. C. F. Garbett, D.D., 
ter his return from Moscow:— — 


The purpose of the visit was to take from 
the Church of England to the Russian 
Church and peoples a warm expression of 


gs due to the Nazi invasion, of admiration 
_ Tor their courage and endurance, and to say 
how sincerely we hope that after the war 
there may be close co-operation between the 
0 peoples. 

Thad with me the Reverend H. Waeddawis 
and the Reverend F. House, both of whom 
d some special knowledge of the Hastern 
Churches. We went in response to a warm 


Shurch, which had been given some time 


re. . 
ost of the eight or nine days were spent 
oscow, though we also saw Stalingrad, 
g over it very low; Istra, about 40 miles 
rom the city; and a collective farm about 
60 miles out in the country. I cannot speak 


received on every side. Modern Russia 
keeps up fully its traditional hospitality to 
its” _ guests, however difficult the conditions 
ay be. 
Most of our conversations were with the 
nerable Patriarch and the three or four 
y able Metropolitans and Archbishops 
were with him; notable among them 
the Metropolitan of Kiev, whom the 
as appointed a member of the Com- 


sympathy with them in their terrible suffer-_ 


vitation from the Patriarch of the Russian 


now investigating — German atro- 
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ARCHBISHOP OF YORK ON HIS 
MOSCOW VISIT—FULL STATEMENT 


Religious Life 
There can be no doubt that worship within 


_ the churches is fully allowed. The Orthodox 


Prelates were emphatic about this. We at- 
tended two services in the Cathedral, both 
on week-days. The first occasion was the 
celebration of the Liturgy; this lasted over 
three hours. At the close the Patriarch wee 
comed the delegation, and I replied. 

I have never seen such a vast Conprenae 
tion. The people, standing all the time, were 
packed together. I was told that there were 
10,000 present, and there were thousands in 
the square. There was a most moving scene 
of emotion and welcome as I left the Cathe- 
dral, the huge crowds surging forward and 
crying out, “ English Archbishop, thank you, 
thank you! ” 

Two days later there was a Service of In- 
tercession, The crowd was, if possible, 
larger, though there was heavy rain. Many 
were weeping when the prayer for the dead 
was said. 

On Sunday I went to a country church 
which was crowded; all peasants, mainly 
women and children. One of my companions 
went to an evening service on the Saturday 
in a small city church and found this also 
crowded. 

I was particularly peace with the char- 
acter of the congregations in the Cathedral. 
They, did not consist mainly of old people, 
though, of course, there were many who 
were old. It was a congregation consisting ~- 
chiefly of the middle-aged and under. There ~ 
was a fair number of men, though, naturally, 
very few soldiers—just a sprinking here and 
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Driers. 


‘spirit of tolerance. 


_is discouraged. 


To say the congregations consist — 
chiefly of the aged is sheer nonsense. 


Anti-religious propaganda has come to an ' 


end, though I was told the godless societies 
are still in existence. There is a growing 
The part religion has 
played in the history of the nation is re- 
spected and is shown in the cinema and on 
the stage. The ridiculing of religion is in- 
creasingly regarded as bad form, and as such 
I myself with my two chap- 


_ Jains wore our cassocks in crowded thorough- 


oy 


fares—we walked about perfectly freely, 
people looked at us with interest, but no- 
where was there any sign of opposition or 
contempt. 

There are still large numbers of churches 
used for secular purposes, but I was told 
that the number of those used for worship 
gradually increases. There is no freedom 
of religious propaganda such as we have in 
this country. But then in Russia all publi- 
cations are controlled by the State. It is 
therefore significant that the Russian Patri- 
archate has just issued the first number of a 
religious magazine. This has a circulation 
of 10,000, and could not have been published 
without the approval of the State. 

The question is asked: Has there been a 
sudden revival of religion in Russia? : All 
through the most difficult times there have 
been large numbers who have never given up 
their faith, though some have held it secret- 


' ly. Worship has never been discontinued— 


es Archbishops were very emphatic about 
this. 

The terrible losses and sufferings of the 
war have brought again into the open what 
was always latent—the deep religious strain 
in the Russian natural character. It would 
be absurd to pretend. that this is universal. 
There are large numbers who conscientiously 
reject all belief in God. The State itself is 
definitely non-religious. But when every 
allowance has been made for this, there are 
undoubtedly millions of Russians who are 
turning to God for guidance, help,.or com- 
fort in their sorrow and agony: 

I have been asked why Premier Stalin has 
approved of the election of a Patriarch and 
the summoning of a council of bishops. I 


- think the reply is twofold. Premier Stalin 


is a wise statesman, who recognises that re- 
ligion is inherent in the majority of the 
Russian - people; he has had to take from 
them in the national cause much that they 
value—but he feels he can give them some- 
thing in making it plain that there is no 
hindrance to their worship. Secondly, the 
Church is no longer the supporter of the old 


2 


gime. It accepts loy. é 
 sitution. It ee thrown itself heart and sonia 
into the national cause. It prays and works — 
for victory. It did this spontaneously with-_ 


out the slightest hesitation on ‘the day war — 


was declared. 


~ Russia’s Sacrifices 


I should now like to say something about 
Russia’s sacrifices in the common cause. I 
have seen many of our bombed cities; I saw 
during the Armistice of the last war many 
of the ruined cities of France. But I have 


never seen anything comparable to the ruin — 


of the great city of Stalingrad; there was 
not a house with a roof on it, hardly a fac- 
tory with a_ wall; 
everywhere. 
ginning to reconstruct. 

We went to the city of Istra, which had, 


complete destruction — 
Yet I could see the people be- ~ 


two years ago, a population of 10,000: now 
it is a waste covered with weeds, only the - 


‘chimneys and the stoves remaining to show © 


where the houses had once stood. Just out- 
side the city there stood one of the most 
famous monasteries of Russia, the New 


Jerusalem, a splendid architectural monu- — 


ment. It has been wantonly destroyed by 


the Germans; the dome of the great church ~ 


blown up, the ikons torn out, the towers on 
the walls ruined. 

There are still 40 millions of Russians 
under Nazi rule. They are often treated 
with appalling barbarity. The chairman of 
the collective farm I visited told me that the 
Germans had shot an old man because he 
would not give them his felt boots, and then 
dragged them off the dead body. Peasant 
women at Istra told us how in the dead of 
winter they and their children had been 
driven into the woods and shot at if they 
attempted to come out... 

The sacrifices made by the Russians in 
their struggle with the Germans are very 
great. Ninety per cent. of the adult popu- 
lation is engaged in the war effort. - Hours 
of labour have been lengthened and holidays 
contracted. Strikes are unknown. 
every home has suffered bereavement. The 
food ration has been cut down to a minimum, 
though great care is taken to see the chil- 
dren are well looked after. Notwithstanding 
all these hardships and sacrifices, the Rus- 
sian fights on with indomitable courage. 


Economic Conditions 


My visit was much too short for me to 
draw any conclusions of value concerning 
general conditions and economic policy in 


\ } * 


Nearly | 


T am much more cautious in making state- 
“ments about it than I would have been three 
or four weeks ago. 

I was impressed with ihe wieat crowds of 
working people in every part of Moscow; 
war conditions have made the problem of 
housing very acute, much more acute than it 
is in our own country. I was greatly struck 
with the care taken over the children; they 
looked happy and normal. I was very inter- 
ested in finding that the people are allowed 
to possess property of their own. 

Russia is at its present stage a socialist, 
rather than a communist State; that is, 

while the means of production, and distribu- 

tion belong to the State, the individual may 

keep for his use, or dispose of as he thinks 
fit, whatever he has himself earned, includ- 
ing the houses built by individuals on collec- 
tive farms. 

Undoubtedly the war has checked very 
seriously many of the schemes-on foot for 
the education and improvement in the ma- 
terial conditions of the people. The fair 
comparison is between the peasant and 
artisan of the year 1913 and their position 
in 1939, rather than in 1948, the third year 
of the war. 

However much we may condemn some 
of the methods used during and after the 
‘Revolution, we should now watch with sym- 

pathy the working out of a great social and 

economic experiment, even though we may 
feel much of it may be inapplicable to our 
country. 
We may hope that the two Churches, by 
their renewed fellowship, will make a con- 
tribution of real importance to the future 
good relations between the British and 
peoviet peoples. 


COURAGEOUS MOVE BY DANISH 
BISHOPS 


cS: ‘The Swedish paper Svenska Morgenbladet 
(6/10/43) publishes a Pastoral Letter of the 
Danish Bishops, read in all Danish Churches 
on October 3rd: “On September 29th. the 
Bishops of the country presented the lead- 
g German authorities with the following 
ote: In all places where the Jews are 
ersecuted it is the duty of Christian con- 
regations to protest, in the first place be- 
cause we will never forget that Christ was 
ern of the Virgin Mary according to God’s 
romise to the chosen people of Israel. His- 
ry before the birth of Christ contains a 
sparation for salvation which God pro- 


_ My visit was, moreover, inlited to 
one city. Now I have actually visited Russia | 


ated fae aI human beings. This is shown 


by the fact that the Old Testament is part of 


_ our Bible. Secondly, because the persecution 


of the Jews conflicts with the humanitarian 
altruism preached by the Church. Christ 
said that every individual is dear to God. 
Thirdly, because the persecution of the Jews 
conflicts with the sense of justice of the 
Danish people inherent in Danish culture 
through the centuries. According to the 
constitution, all Danish citizens have secured 
equal rights and responsibility towards the 
law. We interpret religious liberty as the 
right to exercise our worship according to 
our vocation and conscience, so that race and 
religion will never méan that a human being 
is deprived of his rights, liberty, or property. 
Regardless of differing religious views, we 
will fight so that our Jewish brothers and 
sisters secure the same liberty as ourselves, 
which we consider more precious than life 
itself. 

“The Heads of the Danish Church fully 
realise that it is our duty to be law-abiding 
citizens who do not unduly oppose those 
exercising authority, but our conscience, at 
the same time, compels us to assert justice 
and to protest against every violation of 
justice. Therefore we will, on all occasions, 
clearly confess to the world that we shall 
obey God rather than man.” 

Dean Fog Petersen read the Pastoral 
Letter at Hans Tausen Church, Adense, add- 
ing: “I support the words of the Bishops 
completely, and am convinced that the con- 
gregation do likewise.” The entire congre- 
gation then rose to their feet. 

It is reported that Bishop Damgaard of 
Copenhagen, head of the Danish Lutheran 
Church, has been interned by the Germans. 
If this is true, it is a striking fact that the 
Germans have found it necessary to intern 
the Primates of the two Scandinavian 
countries they have occupied—Norway and 
Denmark. 


AMERICAN CHURCHMEN AGREE 
ON PEACE PRINCIPLES 


The. Times of October 7th carried the 
following report (from its New York corre- 
spondent) of agreed statements issued by 
American religious leaders of the Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and Jewish faiths, concern- 
ing the basic principles which they consider 
essential in the post-war world: 

“The statements were signed by 38 
Roman Catholics, including Archbishops and 
Bishops, by 46 Jews, and by 45 Protestant 
leaders. There were three separate pre- 


j 


eral faiths. 
summarised as follows :— 


order. A just peace depends on recognition 
that not only individuals but nations, States, 


The seven "psimeiples may be © 


“The moral law must govern ‘the world ~ worked 


and international society are subject to the — 


sovereignty of God. 

' “The rights of the individual must be set 
forth in an international declaration and be 
vindicated by national Governments and 
international organisations. States and in- 
dividuals must repudiate racial, religious, or 
other discrimination. 

“The rights of all peoples, subject to the 
good of the world community, must be safe- 
guarded within the framework of. collective 
security, and the progress of undeveloped 
peoples towards political responsibility must 
be of international concern. 

“The rights of minorities to an economic 
livelihood, educational and cultural develop- 
ment, and political equality must be 
guaranteed. 

“International institutions must be organ- 
ised, to develop international law, guarantee 
the fulfilment of international obligations 
and revise them when necessary, and assure 
collective security. 

“International economic collaboration 
must replace the present exploitation of 
natural resources by privileged groups and 
States. 

“A just social order within each State 
must be achieved, to provide for the security 
of the family, the collaboration of all classes 
in the common interest, an adequate stand- 
a: living, and decent conditions of 
work.” 


CHINA’S “DOUBLE TENTH” 


Among the most interesting celebrations : 


in connection with China’s great national 
day (the tenth day of the tenth month) was 
a broadcast by the B.B.C. of a service held 
-in Chungking. Hymns and prayers, and an 
address by Bishop Chen, Secretary of the 
National Christian Council of China, were 
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s NETHERLANDS 
The: Clandestine Press and the Church 


One of the best known clandestine news- 
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papers appearing in Holland has published 


an article entitled “The Church Speaks,” 
which discusses the declarations of the Brit- 
ish Council of Churches, of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury on social questions, the 
Christmas message of the Pope, the declara- 
tion of the Belgian and Dutch Episcopates 
on the deportation of workers, and the most 
recent proclamations of the Dutch Protest- 
ant Churches. It concludes as follows:— 

“The position of a deaf and dumb member 
of the Family must not satisfy the Church. 
The Church speaks to-day, knowing the risk 
involved. Its enemies hear it with anger; 
the indifferent, who used to ignore the 
Church, wonder that ‘the old heirloom’ 
again speaks with power words which are 
of decisive significance for the whole of 
human life. 

“We do not now desire to judge what 
the Church formerly failed to do, or did 
wrong. Much could be said even about the 
present attitude of the Church. But we 
observe with emphasis and great gratitude 
that in the deep distress of the world, the 
Church is in our midst. From the ‘declara- 
tions of recent times it becomes quite clear 
that the Church is seriously concerned about 
the solution of the social problem, the build- 
ing up of the State and international life, 
as well as about the sufferings of humanity 
and the maintenance of law and justice. 

“So the Church accompanies us—in the 
Allied countries, by speaking out, caring, 
and helping to build up the world of tomor- 
row; in the occupied areas, by sharing in 

suffering, protesting, and comforting.” 
—International Christian Press Service. 
September, 1948. 


